
J U D I C I A L E T H I C S

Exposing the systematic attempt to sway
judges through luxury vacations has been
the work of the Community Rights
Counsel, a little-known but highly diligent
Washington-based public-interest group.

“

”

A valuable new report from the Community
Rights Counsel, an environmental group,
finds that between 1992 and 1998 some 
230 federal judges – more than a quarter of
the federal judiciary – traveled to resort
locations at the expense of private interests
with a stake in federal litigation.

“

”

“

”

A new report by an environmental group, 
the Community Rights Counsel, documents
the surprising extent of this flourishing 
effort to wine, dine and indoctrinate a 
too-willing judiciary.
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W I N N I N G I N C O U RT

If I could tell the Supreme
Court only one thing, I’d tell
them to read CRC’s brief.

“
”

– WALTER DELLINGER, FORMER SOLICITOR GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
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W I N N I N G I N C O U RT

Community Rights Counsel 
called the decision “the best news

from the Supreme Court on takings
law in more than 20 years.”

“

”

At last a majority of justices has 
confronted the practical implications
of the court’s recent property rights

jurisprudence and restored limitations
that respect the public, not just 

private property.

“

”

“

”

The ruling is monumental in a
broad sense because it upholds
the power of state, federal and

local government to restrict land
uses to protect the environment.
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J U D I C I A L E T H I C S

NEW_101291_FINAL  5/20/04  12:30 PM  Page 4



JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

There’s a level of awareness in the 
environmental community about the 

threat involved in judicial nominations 
that was not there even two years ago,” 
says Douglas Kendall, executive director

of Community Rights Counsel, an 
environmental and land use group that has

focused on judicial nominees for years.

“

”
The Bush administration’s decision to 
nominate Janice Rogers Brown to the

nation’s second most important court, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit,

raises a seemingly paradoxical question:
Where is the conservative outrage?

“

”

“Will the Senate confirm a judge who, by 
all indications, will take the bench hell-

bent on undermining congressional power
and striking down federal protections for

civil rights and the environment? ”
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